
PROPOSED CONSTITUIONAL AMENDMENT 
VOTER CONTROL OF GAMBLNG IN FLORIDA 

 
BALLOT TITLE: Voter Control of Gambling in Florida  
 
BALLOT SUMMARY: This amendment ensures that Florida voters shall have the exclusive right to 
decide whether to authorize casino gambling by requiring that in order for casino gambling to be 
authorized under Florida law, it must be approved by Florida voters pursuant to Article XI, Section 3 
of the Florida Constitution. Affects articles X and XI. Defines casino gambling and clarifies that this 
amendment does not conflict with federal law regarding state/tribal compacts. 
 
FULL TEXT OF AMENDMENT: ARTICLE X, FLORIDA CONSTITUTION, is amended to 
include the following new section:  
 
Voter Control of Gambling in Florida.  
 
(a) This amendment ensures that Florida voters shall have the exclusive right to decide whether to 
authorize casino gambling in the State of Florida. This amendment requires a vote by citizens’ 
initiative pursuant to Article XI, section 3, in order for casino gambling to be authorized under 
Florida law. This section amends this Article; and also affects Article XI, by making citizens’ 
initiatives the exclusive method of authorizing casino gambling.  
 
(b) As used in this section, “casino gambling” means any of the types of games typically found in 
casinos and that are within the definition of Class III gaming in the Federal Indian Gaming 
Regulatory Act, 25 U.S.C. § 2701 et seq., and in 25 C.F.R. §502.4, upon adoption of this amendment, 
and any that are added to such definition of Class III gaming in the future. This includes, but is not 
limited to, any house banking game, including but not limited to card games such as baccarat, chemin 
de fer, blackjack (21), and pai gow (if played as house banking games); casino games such as roulette, 
craps, and keno; and any slot machines as defined in 15 U.S.C. 1171(a)(1). As used herein, “casino 
gambling” includes any electronic gambling devices, simulated gambling devices, video lottery 
devices, internet sweepstakes devices, and any other form of electronic or electromechanical 
facsimiles of any game of chance, slot machine, or casino-style game, regardless of how such devices 
are defined under the FIGRA. As used herein, “casino gambling” does not include Class III games 
not typically found in casinos, including pari-mutuel wagering on horse racing, dog racing, or jai alai 
exhibitions. For purposes of this section, “gambling” and “gaming” are synonymous.  
 
(c) Nothing herein shall be deemed to limit the right of the Legislature to exercise its authority 
through general law to restrict, regulate, or tax any gaming or gambling activities. In addition, nothing 
herein shall be construed to limit the ability of the state or Native American tribes to negotiate 
gaming compacts pursuant to the Federal Indian Gaming Regulatory Act, or to affect any existing 
compacts executed by the state and Native American tribes.  
 
(d) This section is effective upon approval by the voters, is self-‐executing, and no Legislative 
implementation is required.  
 
(e) If any part of this section is held invalid for any reason, the remaining portion or portions shall be 
severed from the invalid portion and given the fullest possible force and effect.  


